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Chromosome Number and Habitat of Thelypteris flexilis (Thelypteridaceae), 
an Endangered Species from Japan 
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The chromosome number of Thelypteris flexilis (H.Christ) Ching from Kochi 
Prefecture, Japan, was determined to be 2n = 280, a octoploid based on x = 35. This re¬ 
sult contrasts with that reported in Chinese materials (n = 68, 4x based on x = 34; Wang 
and Sun 1982). In Kochi Prefecture, this species grows in lowland sites near limestone 
outcrops with some calciphiles. 

Key words: Calciphile, chromosome number, endangered species, habitat, Thelypteris 
flexilis. 
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Fig. 1. A: Somatic chromosomes of Thelypteris flexilis (2n = 280). B: Explanatory drawing. Scale 
bar =10 pm. 
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Fig. 2. Distribution of Thelypteris flexilis in Kochi Prefecture, Japan. CD: Oyashiki, Monobe-son. 
(2): Nagase, Kahoku-cho. (3): Funai, Kahoku-cho. Kawamata, Gohoku-son. Asterisks indi¬ 
cate extinct populations; Odochi, Monobe-son (* 1) and Edagawa, Gohoku-son (* 2). Flatched 
areas indicate limestone outcrops (after Hattori and Igi 1991). Scale bar = 1 km. 
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